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April 1 is hard deadline for full payment  

of Registration Fees to Practice  

T 
he Real Estate Board is 
reminding real estate pro-
fessionals who practice 
after the March 31 expira-

tion of their licence, without paying 
up for their licence fees for a      
current licence, that they are in fact 
practicing illegally. 

 It has become standard 
practice for a number of practition-
ers to take the entire month of April 
as the payment period, while still 
practicing during the month and 
making payment at some point 
therein. 

 ñThe fact is the licencing 
period runs for one calendar year 
and expires on March 31. As per 
Section 10 (1) of the Real Estate 
Dealers and Developers Act,     
anyone who conducts business 
without a valid licence does so ille-
gally. If someone practices after 
April 1, prior to having paid for a 
new licence, any transactions done 
in that period, however short, are 
in fact illegal,ò explained CEO of 
the Real Estate Board, Sandra 

Watson Garrick. 

 While the Board has exer-
cised some amount of leniency in 
this area, it may prove to be     
problematic if a transaction be-
comes a legal issue, unrelated to 
the issue of licencing, which now 
brings that practitioner or transac-
tion into further scrutiny.  This may 
result in criminal charges being 
brought for practicing without a 
licence, in addition to the charge 
related to the transaction itself.  

 This was seen in a recent 
high-profile real estate fraud case, 
involving a long standing real    
estate dealer, when upon further 
investigation, the transaction at the 
heart of the case was found to 
have taken place during a period 
where she was not licenced to 
practice. 

 The Board has a 30-day 
window for payment of licence fee 
without the application of a late fee 
penalty. This is often confused with 
what is a hard April 1 deadline for 
licence fees.  In accordance with 

Regulations, dealers and sales-
men are also allowed to pay the 
annual licence fee in two instal-
ments - April 1 and September 1. 
The April 1 fee covers the period 
April 1 to August 31, with the sec-
ond half due September 1, cover-
ing the period September 1- March 
31. 

                 The fact is 
the licencing period 
runs for one calendar 
year and expires on 
March 31. As per 

Section 10 (1) of the 
Real Estate Dealers 
and Developers Act, 
anyone who conducts 
business without a 
valid licence does so 

illegally 
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T 
his year the Real Estate Board celebrates 30 

years as regulator for the Real Estate industry.  

Having been here from the first day I can say 

that this organisation has grown and evolved by 

leaps and bounds over those three decades.  We have 

expanded our staff complement, incorporated technolo-

gy to increase productivity and improve efficiency, and 

we have expanded our roles and functions over the 

years.  As we continue to grow and improve, we will take 

some time during this our 30th year of operation, to   

reflect on the past and chart course for the future.  

 In addition to our anniversary, this quarterõs   

issue offers a snapshot of developments over the last 

three months across the organization.  We continue to    

encourage our practitioners to abide by the rules and 

regulations of registration and licencing, including the 

payment of fees.    

 The Commission continues to seek to drive 

home sticking points in its desire to realise optimal   

operation of strata properties across Jamaica.  We re-

mind ad nauseam about the importance of Annual Re-

turns filings, and about the payment of maintenance 

fees to ensure the suitable maintenance and admin-

istration of the facility.  A complete list of expectations 

of the executive committee is given on page four to       

encourage proprietors to hold their executive committee 

accountable.  We will also be pushing the importance of 

the Status Certificate as a way of verifying the opera-

tions of a strata.  

 I would like to thank Mr. Norton for accepting 

the challenge put to him to lead charge of regularising 

Timeshare in Jamaica as the Manager of the Timeshare 

Registry.  I am confident that he will exercise the same 

level of passion and dedication to this office as he 

brought to the Commission of Strata Corporations.  On 

the same note I want to also thank and congratulate Ms 

Harris for stepping up to lead the Commission.   

 We bid a fond farewell to those who departed 

the organization to take up new opportunities, namely 

Deidre-Ann Johnson and Michelle Greaves.  We wish 

them both well, personally and professionally, wherever 

life may take them.  Farewell also to Alicia Brown, one 

of our Data Processing Officers, who left us at the end 

of June and will be dearly missed for her humble, and 

always pleasant disposition. 

 On a very sad note, it was with heavy hearts that 

we laid to rest one of our staff members, Howard 

Clarke, Caretaker of the Training Institute, who was bru-

tally taken from us.  The way he died was antithetical to 

the way he lived ð he was a quiet, calm, helpful soul, 

whose presence at the organisation, however short, will 

be missed.    

  

     The work of the  

   Board is not only  

  aimed at protecting the 

buying public, but ensur-

ing the integrity and    

reputation of those who 

practice. 


